Bulldog Bulletin
TGNS FAMILY NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2021

"TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF, TAKE CARE
OF EACH OTHER, TAKE CARE OF THIS
PLACE"
A NOTE FROM MR. PIPPIN, EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

Dear Families,
Welcome to the month of November! During this month of
gratitude, I want to take this opportunity to say THANK YOU to all
our parents for the support and partnership you provide in the
education of your child. I am so thankful to be able to work with
your children each and every day. Our TGNS Bulldogs are one of a
kind!
I also want to acknowledge the hard work and dedication of our TGNS teachers and staff who
work tirelessly every single day to ensure that every TGNS student has a fantastic school
experience. We love our teachers and staff!!
Finally, as we approach the Thanksgiving holiday, I hope your family takes time to relax, reflect
and enjoy time with loved ones.
Best,
Mr. Pippin

2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR
CALENDAR
Please make note of TGNS school year calendar, August 2021May 2022. The calendar for the 2021-2022 school year can be
found here or by clicking the calendar icon.

NOVEMBER THEME: KINDNESS &
GRATITUDE MONTH

DECEMBER THEME: WORLD HOLIDAYS
MONTH

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

JANUARY

Thursday, November 18

Thursday, December 2

Monday, January 3

Picture Day Retakes
Tuesday, November 23
Day 6

Food Group
Monday, December 6
Day 12

November 24 -26
Thanksgiving Break

Wednesday, December 8
Parent Cafe
Tuesday, December 14
Day 6
Thursday, December 16
Food Group
Thursday, December 16
Tentative Winter Program
Friday, December 17
End of Quarter 2

Students Return to School
Wednesday, January 5
Day 12
Thursday, January 6
Food Group
Wednesday, January 12
Day 6
Thursday, January 13
PIT Day #2
Friday, January 14
No School (Elearning Day)
Monday, January 17
No School (MLK Day)

December 18-January 2

Thursday, January 20

Winter Break

Food Group
Monday, January 24
Day 12
Friday, January 27
Awards Day

PICTURE RETAKE DAY (FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18)
Purchase forms will be sent home with students in their backpacks.

SCHOOL HOURS (7:05AM
-2:30PM)
We need your student at school every day and on time.
Our doors open at 7:05 and students need to be here by 7:30.
This gives students 25 minutes to eat breakfast and settle in.
Academics start first thing in the morning; if students are late
at all, they are missing important information.
Student Dismissal and Pick Up
School is dismissed at 2:30pm.
Students must be picked up by 3:00pm.
School police will be contacted if students are not picked
up.

COVID-19 SAFETY PROTOCOLS
REMINDER! ALL students, staff, and visitors will be required to
wear a mask at all times. PLEASE send your child to school with
a mask every day. We have limited supplies of replacement
masks.
Click the picture to review our full list of protocols.

2021-2022 STUDENT
HANDBOOK
Please take time to review our new Student Handbook.
Physical copies can be picked up in the school's front office.

SCHOOL DRESS CODE REMINDER
Please be advised school uniforms are required as part of the
dress code. If you are uncertain of this dress code, please click
the Dress Code picture to review the entire policy.

ATTENDANCE MATTERS
Absences can affect the whole classroom if the teacher has to slow down learning to help
children catch up. Attending school regularly helps children feel better about school—and
themselves. Start building this habit in grade school so they learn right away that going to
school on time, every day is important. Good attendance will help children do well in high
school, college, and at work.

WHAT'S FOR LUNCH?
Curious what is available each day for your child for breakfast
and lunch? Click the image to review the IPS Food Service
menus.
As always, breakfast and lunch are free for all students. This
year we are excited to announce a daily vegetarian/vegan
option for lunch.

SCHOOL MESSENGER
Parents/Guardians can take advantage of the text messaging
service to receive important school-based and district news. It is
really simple to just follow three easy steps:
Text 67587
Send Text
Reply Yes or Y to receive messages
You can also opt-out of these messages at any time by simply replying "Stop" to any of the
messages.

What is the Bulldogs of the Month program?
Every month each teacher will select one student from their class
to be the BULLDOG of the Month! The teacher will decide what
student has shown positive behavior, academic effort, and good
attendance. Those students are acknowledged for their
achievement and exemplifying the TGNS Core Values. See below
for our October/November 2021 Bulldogs of the Month:
OCTOBER:

Developmental PK
Moore – Andry Lopez Cardona
Kindergarten
Watterson – Gael Garcia Sarceno
Waugh – Hellen Aceves Nava
Bussberg – Alexander Sanders
First Grade
Perkins – Daniel Oviedo-Gutierrez
Schlegel – Dayani Galindo
Sheldon – Demani Jones
B. Johnson – Fidel Lopez-Gabriel
Second Grade
Beaman – Debid Diaz
Fields – Jeremiah Washington
Carlstrom – Jessiah Mcclain
Monts – Osman Vallecio
Third Grade
McKiernan-Allen – Makaiyah Owens
Farmer – Joe Anthony Turcios-Bustillo
Adams – Isabella Oviedo-Gutierrez
Hedge – Alexa Carbajal
Fourth Grade
McMickle – Josseth Euceda Ulloa
Diaz – Domnick Sipes
Hanley – Danny Hernandez
Frazier – Miladis Villanueva
Fifth Grade
Pauley – Elton Diaz
Markiewicz – Ryan Smith
Waterman – Sidia Lopez Castro
Heminger-Ferguson – Saraih Lucas
Sixth Grade
Jones – Camila Vega-Rodriguez
Trebing – Anahi Zapata
T. Wagner – Teofilo Lara Rodriguez
Life Skills
L. Wagner – Lucious Villanueva-Solis
Crockett – Dominic Villanueva-Solis

NOVEMBER:
Developmental PK
Moore – Amarion Aderemi
Kindergarten
Watterson – Ahmaree Temple
Waugh – Maurice McVay
Bussberg – Samantha Kinsey
First Grade
Perkins – Daniel Oviedo-Gutierrez
Schlegel –Janet Martinez
Sheldon –Ares Morris
B. Johnson – Malaia Rogers
Second Grade
Beaman – Annabella Clouse
Fields – Diamante Alvarenga-Lozano
Carlstrom – Not Reported
Monts – Carlos Rivera Teruel
Third Grade
McKiernan-Allen - Kyler White
Farmer – Fernando Herrera
Adams – De'Zhon Jones
Hedge – Levi Thomas
Fourth Grade
McMickle – Ruby Dart
Diaz – Alice Morris
Hanley – Not reported
Frazier – Moises Juarez Gutierrez
Fifth Grade
Pauley – Mercedes Brenton
Markiewicz – Mariah Barber-Dorris
Waterman – Johan Martinez Chavarria
Heminger-Ferguson – Jamyia Crowe
Sixth Grade
Jones – Tylen Smith
Trebing – Carolyn Espinoza
T. Wagner – Darey Arreola
Life Skills

L. Wagner – Alana Briggs
Crockett – Whyatt Dickinson

TGNS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, MR. ROSS PIPPIN
TURNS THE BIG “40”!
To help celebrate Mr. Pippin’s birthday, students and teachers from each classroom showed
their love and appreciation by creating cards, giant size signs, and birthday video shout-outs. In
addition, during PD Day, the staff enjoyed a special surprise dinner in his honor. Dean of
Culture, Ms. Jenkins (amazing chef) prepared Pippin’s favorite dishes. We also thank many
community partners who sent kudos to make him feel loved and appreciated.

GUIDED READING
Every day of the week for 30 minutes, TGNS students participate in guided reading groups.
During guided reading, students are engaged in small-group settings where students read a
leveled text. Through guided reading, students learn how to engage in every facet of the
reading process and apply literacy power to all instructional contexts.

AFTERSCHOOL TUTORING AT TGNS
Upon returning from Fall Break on Monday, October 25th TGNS began its afterschool tutoring
for grades K-6. Participants were identified by teachers as students who do not read at grade
level. Monday – Thursday from 3:05 pm-4:05pm students engage in the program. Afterschool
tutoring will last throughout the school year. This program is sponsored by John Boner
Centers.
Session #1: October 25,2021- January 13,2022
Session#2: TBD Currently, a total of at least 12 staff members have committed to tutoring over 80 students.

AFTESCHOOL CLUBS (CHEERLEADING &
BSKETBALL)

MS. CYNTHIA DIAZ - 4TH GRADE
TEACHER
This school year is Cynthia Diaz’s first year teaching at Thomas Gregg. In her career, she has
taught in 1st, 3rd, 4th, 7th, and 9th grades as well as serving as a reading interventionist for K2. While experienced in teaching several grades, she admits her favorite is by far 4th grade!
Ms. Diaz has worked for Indianapolis Public Schools, Merrillville Community Schools in
Northwest Indiana, and Chicago Public Schools.
Her favorite part about working at TGNS is the connection to the community. Ms. Diaz
appreciates how we are strongly tied to the Near East Side community and how we work
together to support our families and neighborhood”. In addition, the most rewarding thing
about being an educator is experiencing the growth in her students and loves building
relationships with families.
Ms. Diaz shared a favorite story about her first year of teaching, “I worked in Chicago Public
Schools with a cohort of ninth-grade students on the Southwest side of the city. Those
students were my heart and soul and being able to be a part of their lives as they began their
high school journey was a blessing. There were many highs and many lows but seeing the
majority of those students graduate four years later and knowing that I helped to lay the
foundation for their future is something I will never forget. That feeling and the stories of my
first cohort of students continue to motivate me as I continue in education”.
Fun Fact:
Cynthia’s hobbies include taking care of her mini-pit, Roxanne; hiking, knitting, reading,
photography, traveling to new places, cooking, baking, and spending time with family. Favorite
travel destination is Southern California.

ENGLEWOOD CHURCH BRINGS JOY!

Englewood Church provided a bouquet bar to show appreciation to TGNS staff for all their
hard work and efforts to teach, support, and enlighten its students every day. The staff enjoyed
creating their own array of awesomeness.
Thank you, Englewood Church for putting smiles on our staff's faces and making them feel
appreciated!

BULLY PREVENTION MONTH
UNITY PARADE

BULLY PREVENTION PRESENTATION

DOOR DECORATION CONTEST

WINNER MRS. TREBING
6TH GRADE
CLASS

In celebration of October’s Bully Prevention Month and Red Ribbon Week. Thomas Gregg
planned a full month of some really cool events to prevent childhood bullying and promote
Kindness, Acceptance, and Inclusion.
Balloon Release Presentation - 6th graders were asked to speak on the opening day of
National Bullying Prevention Month before releasing the balloons.
Spirit Week – Each day filled with a fun theme (Favorite Mask Day, Sports Day, Unity Day,
Hat Day, TGNS Day).
Door Decoration Competition – The competition was based on creativity and message.
Winning 6th class, Mrs. Trebing enjoyed an ice cream party.
Unity Parade - Community partners were invited to join the parade and bring the energy.
Guest Speaker – Brian Carter (All-Pro Dads) engaged with students teaching the 4 major
concerns of bullying.
6th Grade Anti Bullying Video
Special Thanks to the following partners who participated in helping Mr. Evans, SEL Teacher
make this year’s Bully Prevention Month even more impactful:

Stephen – Community Volunteer
Brenda - Girl Scouts
Brent,Carol, & Ploi – Arts for Learning
Steve – Horace Mann
Jeff & Olivia - Westminster
Jake- Indy Metro Church
McGruff the Crime Dog – Sherriff’s Dept.
Arsenal Tech – Student Band Members
Kaitlyn- Community Volunteer

HALLOWEEN FUN AT TGNS

Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays are right around the corner!
If you anticipate your family will need financial assistance during the holiday season, please
reach out to our Student Services staff as soon as possible by calling the school at 317-2264215 or contacting the individuals below directly:
Sheila Mays, Social Worker - sheila@thomasgregg.org
DJ Graham, Community School Coordinator - dgraham@jbncenters.org
Alvaro Borrero, Family Navigator - aborrero@jbncenters.org
DEADLINE FOR HOLIDAY ASSISTANCE: Tuesday, November 29th
We cannot guarantee assistance but will do our best to connect your family to available
resources.

COVID-19 RESOURCES FOR INDIANA
HOUSEHOLDS
IndyAMP COVID-19 Refinance Program: Apply at https://www.indyamp.org/. For more
information please click here, call 317.932.3777, or email info@indyamp.org
Coronavirus Eviction & Foreclosure Prevention Guide: https://www.in.gov/ihcda/4464.htm
Rental Assistance outside of Marion County: Indiana Emergency Rental Assistance (IERA)
program at www.indianahousingnow.org (materials in English and Spanish)
IndyRent Assistance (within Marion County): https://indyrent.org/
Sign up to get your COVID vaccination if you are 12+ years old:
https://vaccine.coronavirus.in.gov/en-US/

THOMAS GREGG FOOD GROUP PROGRAM
NEED FOOD ASSISTANCE?

If you would like to sign up for the Food Group Program you will be required to be present
from 12:30pm -2:00pm to help set up, unload, sort, and distribute groceries. Currently, we have
several slots available. Please read the above flyer for parent expectations of the program.
Time: 12:30pm-2:00pm
Date: Every 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month
Location: Thomas Gregg Gymnasium
Upcoming Dates:
11/18/21
12/2/21
12/16/21
If interested contact :
Mr. DJ: 317-624-2781
dgraham@jbncenters.org
Mr. Alvaro: 317-762-3924
aborrero@jbncenters.org

FOOD
RESOURCES IN
THE
COMMUNITY
John Boner Center
Food Distribution (Every
Monday -Friday )
Time: 1:00-3:00pm
Address:2236 E. 10th
Street
Location: Door#2
Westminster
Food Distribution
Time: Every Mon/Thurs.
9:00am-12:00pm
Every 2nd & 4th Saturday
(Feb.13,27,Mar.13,27)
Senior Day: Every 3rd Wed
9::00am-12:00pm
(Feb,17,March 27)
Address:2325 E. New York
Street
Service boundaries are as
follows:
North: 10th Street
South: Southeastern Blvd
East: Rural Street
West: Pine Street/I-65/I-70
Note: Those who live outside
this area will be served once
and redirected to other pantries
closer to your place of
residence.
Brookside School #54

URBAN
LEAGUE
DRIVE-THRU
FOOD GIVE AWAY
Date: Every Tuesday
Time: 10:00am
Address:777 Indiana Ave.
Location: Indpls Urban
League
*No ID required. For more
information call 317-693-7603

COMMUNITY
COMPASS
Community Compass connects
Indianapolis residents to
critical food resources and
nutrition assistance. The
Community Compass contains
a finder for such resources as
food pantries, Supplement
Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) and Women, Infants,
and Children (WIC) retailers and
clinics, hot meal sites, farmers’
markets, and other food related
events, and more.

Food Pantry open to the
public
Date: Scheduled for 2nd
Wednesday of every
month
Time: 4:00pm-6:00pm
Address: 3150 E. 10th
Street
Indianapolis First Free
Methodist Church
Food Pantry open to the
public
Address: 1215 Tecumseh
St Indianapolis, IN 46201
Hours: 10:00 – 11:30 am
(Please note these hours have
changed due to the COVID-19
pandemic). This pantry is
typically open Mondays 10:00
am – 1:30 pm, but has changed
these hours until further
notice).
Linwood Christian Church
Address: 4424 E Michigan
St
Hours: Wednesdays 10
am – 12 pm
Phone: 317-357-8771
Requirements: Must show
proof of address. Must
live in the following
boundaries: North: E. 21st
St, South: E. Washington
St, East: N. Emerson Ave,
and West: N. Rural
Shepherd Community Center
Address: 4107 E
Washington St
Phone: 317-375-0203
Crossroads AME Church (just
added September)
Time: Every Saturday from
11:30am -1:30pm
Address: 4602 N. College
Phone: 317-515-6414

MARION COUNTY ENERGY ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM
About the Program
The Marion County Low Income Housing Energy Assistance Program (EAP) provides financial
assistance to low-income households to maintain utility services during the winter heating
season. This 2021-2022 program will include assistance with electric, heating, and water
(when funding is available).
The John Boner Neighborhood Center and many community organizations within Marion
County are collaborating to deliver the 2021-2022 Marion County Energy Assistance Program.
Beginning October 1, TGNS families that would like to apply for energy assistance can receive
help with their application directly at TGNS through our JBNC Family Navigator, Alvaro
Borrero. To contact Alvaro, please call the school at 317-226-4215 or email him directly at
aborrero@jbncenters.org.
To learn more about Eligibility, Click Here.

You have been invited to join us for the upcoming Parent Café.
Date: Wednesday, November 10th
Schedule: 4:30pm - 6:30pm
Theme: "Attitude of Gratitude"
RSVP Deadline: Monday, November 8th
RSVP Link: https://jbncenters.formstack.com/forms/parent_caf_registration
Zoom Link: Once you RSVP, you can expect a follow-up email including the zoom link
information.

December Schedule:
Date: Wednesday, December 8th
Schedule: 4:30pm - 6:30pm
Theme: "Surviving the Gimmes"
Description: Parent Cafe gives parents a chance to come together, listen, talk, build
friendships, & support each other around the five protective factors. Those protective factors
are listed below:
Resilience
Relationships
Knowledge
Support
Communication
Gift Card:
Each family will receive a gift card to enjoy for attending. (included in the RSVP link).
Attendance Requirement:
If you cannot stay online for at least the first hour we ask that you plan to attend the next
scheduled Parent Café.

THERAPLAY
Description: This will be an event for you to engage with your
children in play that helps with the development physically and
emotionally
Date: Monday, November 8th
Time: 10:30am-11:30am
Location: Union Apartments
Address: 2407 E. Michigan St.

JAZZERCISE: TODDLER AND ME
Description: Join us for Jazzercise for caregivers and their little
ones, ages 0 – 5. This is an opportunity for healthy, playful
activities you can enjoy with your little ones. We know that as a
caregiver for little ones it can be difficult to find time to build
community and socialize. This is a perfect, no-stress event to
socialize with others in the same stage of life as you. Come and
get your DANCE on! *Yoga mats and other exercise items will be
provided. All you need to bring is yourself and your little one.
Date: Thursday, November 18

Time: 10:30am-11:30am
Location: Union Apartments
Address: 2407 E. Michigan St.

IEAZ RESIDENTS COUNCIL
MEETING
Description: This is an opportunity for your voice to be heard.
Here at JBNC we are wanting to create programs and other
events that will benefit you and your family. We also hope this is
an opportunity for you to connect and develop community with
other families.
Date: Thursday, November 18th
Time: 6:00pm-7:00pm
Location: Virtual
Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85471209544?
pwd=cVVyc0pFZnFOTTFtUmZxRDlGRWM5dz09#success

YOGA: TODDLER AND ME
Description: Yoga is offered to caregivers and their little ones,
ages 0 – 5. This is an opportunity for healthy, playful activities
you can enjoy with your little ones. We know that as a caregiver
for little ones it can be difficult to find time to build community
and socialize. This is perfect, no-stress event to socialize with
others in the same stage of life as you. *Yoga mats will be
provided. All you need to bring is yourself and your little one.
Date: Friday, November 19
Time: 11:00am-12:00pm
Location: Union Apartments
Address: 2407 E. Michigan St.

WANT TO LEARNING ENGLISH?

LOOKING FOR A JOB?
Click the link to visit the website for current employment
opportunities.

DAYCARE/AFTERCARE SERVICES
If you are in need of resources for daycare, please see the
options below:
East 10th Children and Youth Center for aftercare program.
Contact Info: Emily Nauth
emily.nauth@east10th.org
Westminster for aftercare program as well.
Contact Info: Jamie Tedford
Jamie.tedford@westmin.org
Daystar for aftercare program
Contact Info: Lisa Bowling
daystarchildcare@daystar.org
All programs offer transportation from TGNS to their sites. If you any questions you will need
to email the provided contacts.

INDY MENS TOUR

Students ages 10 and up attended the Indy Men’s Tour Event. During the Indy Men’s-Tour event,
boys engaged with groups of mentors from the inner city representing over 10-15 different
men's ministries and non-for-profit organizations. Students had the opportunity to engage with
mentors and interactive mini stations such as the following:
Posture & Presentation
IMPD
Fire Dept.
Lawncare
Shirt Making
Health and Fitness
Basic Tools

Think/Take Action
Ironing
Teamwork
Table Etiquette
Big Brother/ Caregiver
Clothing Care
Neck Tie/Bow Tie
Shirt/Pants/Suit Measurements
Photography
Videography/Media
Music Production
Finance
Appreciation Station
Present were boys ages 10-18. The event kicked off with a special visit from Mayor Hogsett,
followed by the president of the Black Men’s Group (BMG), Brian Carter, and several other
community leaders. In addition, positive affirmations and words of encouragement from every
male mentor.
The event ended with each participant introducing themselves and stating their commitment
to be trusted in the home, school, and community. Boys enjoyed lunch, several give-a-ways,
and received packets full of valuable information from each learning station (over 20
stations). The year 2021 marks the 5th year for this event.
Special thanks to Brian Carter and BMG for hosting this annual event.

INDPLS FIREFIGHTERS VISIT TGNS

Kindergarten students enjoyed a special visit from IFD. Firefighters Rory Priest and Sean
Schembra were present to teach them the importance of fire safety. Students were given the
homework to share what they learned and ask their parents to create a home fire escape plan.
An IFD Activity Book and Home Escape Plan handouts went home with Kindergartners so
parents could have further conversations regarding creating/practicing a fire safety plan at
home. And most importantly, all the kiddos were gifted with their very own fire hats.
Special thanks to Rory, Sean, and IFD for teaching our students valuable life-saving tips
surrounding fire safety.

PARTNER PRAISE

SHOE CLOSETS PLUS

Shoe Closets Plus provides shoes to many TGNS students. Faithfully once a month TGNS
receives bags of shoes to restock our shoe closet. On average, 2 students a week are in need
of a pair of shoes. In most instances, the shoes are worn out or become too small for their
feet. In fulfilling this need, the partnership has touched many of our students' lives in a way
that is unimaginable regarding their self-esteem, self-image, and well-being. Parents have also
been especially grateful and impressed that such a program exists. On behalf of TGNS, I would
like to thank Ms. Sabrina Young and her team for dedicating their service and sharing their
resources with Thomas Gregg.
With each pair of shoes, you have made such a tremendous impact in the lives of our students
and families. Your support of our students and families is greatly appreciated.
With immense thanks,
DJ Graham
Community School Coordinator

CANDY DONATIONS
Unfortunately, this year Thomas Gregg did not have its annual Haunt the Hallways event due to
COVID restrictions. Instead, teachers planned classroom celebrations with students.
Special thanks to many of TGNS partners for fulfilling our request for donating candy and noncandy items (trinkets, stickers, toys, pencils). In addition, thank you to classroom volunteers
for lending an extra hand. Each classroom received more than enough sweet treats to enjoy.
Even Mr. Pippin did a bit of shopping to chip in.

JENNIFER
HARLOW WESTMINSTER

PERNITA
MUKES CLASSROOM
CHAMPION
(CREEK
CHURCH)

MR. PIPPIN

THANK YOU PIT DAY VOLUNTEERS!
During PIT Day on October 7th, parents scheduled conferences with their student's teachers.
The conferences serve as an opportunity for parents to connect with their child's teacher and
learn about their progress and review their report cards.
A request for PIT Day Bilingual Interpreters was sent out to TGNS partners. Spanish-speaking
volunteers were needed to assist teachers with parent/teacher conferences. As the result,
TGNS received an outpouring of support from its partner (16 volunteers total). For the first
time, there were so many volunteers we had to turn away 7 students from Butler University.
Those students will be contacted for upcoming PIT Days. Special Thanks to volunteers from
the following organizations:
JBNC

JBNC Board Members
Arts for Learning
Harshman
Thank you all for the privilege of your time and the sharing of your gift.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

HELPFUL LINKS
TGNS Website
TGNS Staff Contact List 21-22
TGNS Student Handbook 21-22
TGNS Manuel del Estudiante 21-22
Indianapolis Public Schools
John Boner Neighborhood Centers
Questions?: Should you have any questions, please email
info@thomasgregg.org or call the school at 317-226-4215! We will be happy to assist you in
any way we can.

STAY CONNECTED!
Facebook

@thomasgregg15

2302 E Michigan St, Indianapol…

ross@thomasgregg.org

317-226-4215

thomasgregg.org

